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I hope everyone is staying COVID-19 
aware and continuing to practice the good 
hand washing and distancing we were all 
used to a month ago.
 
The KAC office is now manned but we are  
keeping the doors locked so that we don’t 
have too many people in the building at 
the one time. If you attend the office please 
knock on the reception doors and someone 
will be able to see you.
 
The KAC board has been able to continue 
to do business even in the COVID-19 
restrictions.
 
The Town of Port Hedland has a number of 
projects on the go which includes:

 » Spoilbank Marina
 » Pretty Pool footbridge overpass
 » Finicane Island boat ramp 

improvements
 » Sea walls along Sutherland Street
 » McGregor Street sports complex

 
The Town has briefed the board of directors 
on the proposals and we are in ongoing 
talks with them about each of these projects.
 
The Ranger Co-ordinator and Heritage/
Future Acts manager positions have been 
advertised on the Kariyarra website, ORIC 
website, NRMjobs website and Seek. 
Applications close on 1 July 2020 and we 

FROM THE CEO'S DESK

hope to be able to appoint the successful 
applicants by the end of July 2020.

The joint venture with Kariyarra and Tyrecyle 
for the recycling of used mine vehicle off 
road tyres is developing. As I said in the 
last newsletter, we met with the Environment 
Minister to discuss the project. Minister 
Dawson was very supportive of the idea 
because it will create new jobs and remove 
some mining waste from country. It will 
also develop an export from Port Hedland 
that is not a mineral commodity. The joint 
venture has also made an application to the 
State government to do research into how 
to recycle used conveyer belts.
 
We are working on a date for a Native 
Title Holders meeting and expect that if 
the COVID-19 restrictions continue to be 
relaxed it is likely to be at the end of August 
in Port or South Hedland.
 
Stay safe
 Stephen



The new “Food Bank” style Mini Mart 
service commenced operations from 
Bloodwood Tree at the start of June 2020, 
providing much needed support to local 
individuals and families struggling to put 
food on the table, heightened under the 
current COVID-19 pandemic.

Funded as part of BHP’s $50M Vital 
Resources Fund, the partnership between 
BHP and Bloodwood Tree, saw the 
construction of the dedicated Mini Mart, 
the purchase and freight of food staples 
and will see the continued operation of the 

NEW MINI MART SUPPORTING 
THE LOCAL COMMUNITY

Mini Mart from Bloodwood Tree’s Main 
Administration Office, until December 
2020.

Operating Monday to Friday, 9am-12pm, 
and available to all recognised welfare 
benefit card holders, and those referred 
from local agencies and services who 
are suffering from financial hardship and 
stress. Customers are able to access non-
perishable food staples at 20% off local 
prices. Those food items that are donated 
are available at 50% off local prices.



Operating for less than 4 weeks, the Mini 
Mart has already assisted over 65 local 
families.

The Mini Mart is the perfect addition, 
to Bloodwood Tree’s already successful 
South Hedland Soup Kitchen service. The 
BHP and Bloodwood Tree partnership 
sees this new additional service operating, 
providing affordable, as well as a consistent 
supply of nutritious food staples to meet the 
immediate need of local individuals and 
families in Hedland.

The Mini Mart is being manned using a 
combination of staff and volunteers, and 
can also make home deliveries, for those 
without access to transport and/or self-

isolating.
In addition to BHP’s contribution, the Mini 
Mart has also recently received generous 
support and donations from FMG, Roy Hill 
and the Junction Co’s Portside Soap.

Going forward Bloodwood Tree looks 
forward to collecting further donations 
from the local community and conducting 
public food drives, so that local individuals, 
families and businesses can also assist the 
Mini Mart to put food on the table for 
those locally in need. That way, Hedland 
people are assisting Hedland people, and 
making sure that no one goes without, 
even in these uncertain COVID-19 times.
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SPOILBANK 
MARINA 

KAC was invited by the Regional 
Development Minister to attend the 
announcement by Minister MacTeirnan 
about the Spoilbank Marina project.

The meeting was attended by all the key 
State Government players in the Spoil 
Bank Marina project, local businesses 
and KAC representatives Brenda Alec, 
Stephen Stewart and Diana Brown. Diana 
conducted the welcome to country. 

It was very pleasing to see that the Marina 
steering committee had heard and included 
the design changes suggested by KAC 
before finalising the project design. The 
Steering committee reinforced that they will 
continue to talk to the KAC Board about the 
development of the project as it progresses.
There is an opportunity for local businesses 
to be involved in the work on the project 
and anyone interested should register at the 
following link: 

https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.
au/Pages/McGowan/2020/06/
Registrations-open-for-Pilbara-businesses-
to-work-on-Spoi lbank-Marina.aspx 
[mediastatements.wa.gov.au]

This project is a great chance for KAC to 
be involved in the development of the Town 
of Port Hedland and telling the Kariyarra 
story to a big group who use and visit the 
Marina.
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HERITAGE SURVEY 
UPDATE

With the easing of COVID-19 restrictions, 
we are looking to resume heritage surveys 
and other services in the next few weeks. 
However, as the health and safety of 
Kariyarra people is our core focus, the 
heritage survey protocols and systems 
have been reviewed and amended to 
allow for social distancing and other legal 
requirements.

Over the past few months, we have been 
looking into new technology solutions 
to assist with capturing and storing our 
heritage survey data. Having a service 
to manage this information for us in an 
effective way will allow us to show our data 
to stakeholders more easily and effectively. 
We will continue to liaise with external 
providers and consultants until we find a 
suitable fit.

https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2020/06/Registrations-open-for-Pilbara-businesse
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2020/06/Registrations-open-for-Pilbara-businesse
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2020/06/Registrations-open-for-Pilbara-businesse
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2020/06/Registrations-open-for-Pilbara-businesse
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2020/06/Registrations-open-for-Pilbara-businesse


 In this edition we focus on animals. 

Again a big thank you to Wangka 
Maya!  These words and others are 
available on their website.

KEEPING LANGUAGE STRONG!

cat

centipede

dingo

dog

echidna

emu

spider

turtle

ngawungawu

minarrangu

mujira

wanyja

           jirriwiny, jirripuka 

jarnkurna

kanparra, karrapa

ngartapirri
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If you have any queries or would simply like to connect with Kariyarra 
please do not hesitate to email: admin@kariyarra.com.au

THANK

FROM KARIYARRA

YOU

mailto:info@kariyarra.com.au

