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Hello all.
 
I hope you are doing as well as possible 
in these COVID-19 times. Everyone 
is encouraged to practice good hand 
washing routines and social distancing.
 
COVID-19 has resulted in the closure of 
the KAC office but much work is going on 
behind the scenes to make sure KAC is still 
conducting business as much as possible.

Today KAC and KLAC Directors conducted 
a board meeting via telephone link up 
which is a first for both boards. The meeting 
was successful and thanks should be given 
to the Directors for persisting through 
challenging times and keeping KAC and 
KLAC running.
 
COVID-19 Emergency Packs

KAC have been working with Roy Hill 
and FMG to be able to provide some 
Emergency Packages of basic food items 
including flour, non-perishable tinned 
food, toilet paper, hand sanitiser and 
disinfectants. Both Roy Hill and FMG have 
been very generous with their assistance.
 
We think the packs will be delivered to us 
in the next week and we will be distributing 
them through the KAC Directors. If you are 
in need please contact the KAC Directors 
personally or the Office Manager, Lisa 
on 0467 224 104 to make arrangements 
to collect an Emergency Pack. If you live 
at Yandeyarra Emergency Packs will be 

FROM THE CEO'S DESK

available from the community and most 
likely through the school principal.
 
Ranger Co-ordinator and Heritage 
Manager Employment Opportunity

Shortly KAC will be advertising to employ 
a Ranger Co-ordinator and a Heritage 
Manager. These will be two separate 
positions and will be responsible to the 
KAC Board through the CEO for the 
management of those programmes.  If you 
have an interest in either of these positions 
you should contact the CEO 
on ceo@kariyarra.com.au
 
Grand Office Opening

Unfortunately we have had to put off the 
planned KAC Office opening until the 
COVID-19 restrictions have been lifted. I 
will keep you all updated on the new date 
for the office opening when it is decided.
 
We would really like to hear about any 
other news items you think could be 
included in future newsletters. If you have 
something you think should be included 
in future newsletters please call the Office 
Manager, Lisa on 0467 224 104.
 
Please stay safe and remember the 
COVID-19 advice.

Regards,

Stephen
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While we are all conscious of the restrictions 
imposed under the COVID19 rules, KAC 
are working on ways to keep Kariyarra 
business going. 

We have had a trial of convening a 
board meeting of KAC and of Kariyarra 
Contracting Pty Ltd last week, which 
went very well. The process of convening 
the meetings and conducting them by 
telephone was challenging and the 
exercise was completed and effective.

We are currently planning for meetings 
with each of the family groups.  We will 
need to wait for the COVID-19 restrictions 
to lift before we can go ahead.

We will contact each of the family groups 
to arrange a time for their meeting as soon 
as we have clearance that meetings can
go ahead.

KAC is happy to be guided by the family 
groups about what they want to discuss.  

KARIYARRA MEETINGS 
DURING COVID-19

FUTURE MEETINGS WITH 
KARIYARRA FAMILY GROUPS

We ask you to be patient with us while 
we get on top of these new skills and use 
of technology. The next step is to try to use 
video conference technology to improve 
the outcome.  Nothing is as good as 
meeting face to face but we are having 
some success at using technology to keep 
your corporation wheels turning. We will 
also make more use of our social media 
pages and website during this time when it 
is very difficult to get together.

This might include:

1. The role of KAC and the role of the   
     Kariyarra People’s Trust
2. Processes for the conduct of 
    heritage surveys
3. The role of the KAC Board
4. The proposed ranger program
5. An update on mining agreements and
    future act matters
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COVID-19 continues to affect millions of 
people across the world. Although the 
number of reported cases in WA are quite 
low, we remind all Kariyarra people to stay 
safe and follow the government’s guidelines.

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people 50 years and older with one or 
more chronic medical conditions are at 
higher risk. 

UPDATE: National Management 
Plan for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Peoples .

The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Advisory Group on COVID-19 (the 
taskforce) has developed the National 
Management Plan for Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Peoples.

You can find out more information about 
the plan at: https://www.naccho.org.
au/home/aboriginal-health-alets-
coronavirus-covid-19/

The Australian Government is working 
to minimise the exposure of Coronavirus 
to remote and very remote communities. 
Access to these communities has been 
restricted to protect community members 

STAY SAFE - STOP THE 
SPREAD OF CORONAVIRUS

from the spread of Coronavirus. It’s important 
that every service provider, Government 
agency and industry follow the guidelines 
on entering designated remote areas to 
help stop the spread of Coronavirus.

Changes to funeral arrangements

To slow the spread of the virus, there are new 
rules on social gatherings including funerals.

No more than ten people can attend 
a funeral, and they must observe 
social distancing.

This may be a very difficult change as 
Sorry Business is such an important 
cultural practice for Aboriginal people 
in the Pilbara.  But the new rule has been 
adopted to stop the spread of coronavirus 
and protect communities. 

Protecting elders

Please protect the elders from COVID-19.  
They are the keepers of knowledge 
and language.  

Please protect them from this virus that 
particularly endangers older community 
members.  We have to make sure that the 

https://www.naccho.org.au/home/aboriginal-health-alets-coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.naccho.org.au/home/aboriginal-health-alets-coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.naccho.org.au/home/aboriginal-health-alets-coronavirus-covid-19/
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COVID-19 does not take away the living 
memory of Kariyarra land and culture.

Work with Elders to document, preserve 
and revitalize Indigenous languages and 
knowledge is being put on hold across the 
province in order to protect the health of 
these knowledge keepers.
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1 Persons identified as a Kariyarra  
‘native title holder’ by the Federal Court 
do not automatically become a member 
of a PBC.
 

2 A person who wants to be a member 
of the PBC must follow the process set out 
in the KAC Rule Book when applying for 
membership.

3 All members of KAC must be native 
title holders. They must be a Kariyarra 
person as set out in the Federal Court 
native title determination.

4 Only persons who are members of 
KAC can be elected as a Director of the 
corporation.

NATIVE TITLE AND 
MEMBERSHIP OF 
KAC

In December 2018, the Federal Court 
made a determination recognizing the 
Kariyarra People as native title holders.

Here are some things that you need to 
know about native title and membership 
of KAC:



ISSUE FOUR

Big Sky. 
Big Land. 
Big History.
Become a member

The KAC is asking all Kariyarra People to consider becoming members of the 
Corporation.  Members are the most important people in a PBC, without 
them the PBC could not exist. 

Members have a say in what happens, how the KAC does business and the 
decisions it makes – particularly at the annual general meeting.  
Members of PBCs have the right to:

Receive notice of meetings such as AGMs
Speak and vote in AGMs;
Put forward ideas about at the AGM what the PBC can or should do; and
Stand for director positions on the PBC Board

Contact the office 
and request an 

application form 
(or download from 

the website)

Complete the 
application form

Return the 
application form 

to the office

The Board will then 
consider your 
application

We will inform you 
of the outcome
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Who to contact at KAC about membership applications:
Email: admin@kariyarra.com.au. 
Telephone: Lisa on 0447 337 834
In person: At the office after the COVID-19 restrictions have been lifted
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To mitigate the risk of the exposure of 
coronavirus, we have had to postpone the 
conduct of all heritage surveys.

Heritage protection is extremely important 
to KAC and the wellbeing and safety of 

HERITAGE SURVEY UPDATES
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Kariyarra People and KAC staff will always 
be our primary focus.

We will let everybody know as soon as 
heritage surveys can start up again.
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Lots of Kariyarra people have been 
contacting KAC with questions about a lot 
of different things.  

KAC wants to help but we also need to 
make sure that KAC takes care of PBC 
business and the Kariyarra People’s Trust 
looks after trust business.

WHAT DOES KAC DO?
WHAT IS THE ROLE OF THE TRUST-?
WHO SHOULD I CALL-?

Both KAC and the trust are here to help 
Kariyarra People but the roles of KAC and 
the trust are very different.

If you need help, please call KAC or the 
trust:

Distribution of benefits to assist 
Kariyarra People with:

 » Funerals
 » Elders support
 » Medical needs
 » Hardship assistance

TRUST
Phone: 6165 4080

PBC 
Phone: 9172 5525

 » Native title
 » Mining and resource sector 

agreements
 » Ranger program and land & 

sea management
 » Recording, protecting and 

archiving cultural information
 » Heritage surveys and 

conservation programs
 » Cultural tourism
 » Economic and business 

development
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Here is our second collection of Kariyarra 
words to share with your family.  In this 
edition we focus on body parts. 

KAC is committed to supporting Kariyarra 
people and the maintenance of Kariyarra 

Again a big thank you to Wangka 
Maya!  These words and others are 
available on their website.

language.  Language is the foundation of 
a culture.  Language holds stories, dances, 
songs and family histories.  Language also 
keeps law and custom strong.

KEEPING LANGUAGE STRONG!

head

face

arm

leg

knee

foot

back

shoulder

yuru

kumpa

jirli

kuji

marnpurr

jina

murru

wartarra
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THANK

FROM KARIYARRA
YOU

If you have any queries or would simply like to connect with Kariyarra 
please do not hesitate to email: info@kariyarra.com.au

mailto:info@kariyarra.com.au

